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7th Annual Armenian Street Festival 
 

Highlights  

 

 
 

  

 

On Sunday, 16th July 2017, the seventh annual Armenian Street Festival (ASF) took 

place in Iverna Gardens, Kensington, London.  

 

ASF is a major cultural event that unites Armenians across the United Kingdom and 

Ireland - a celebration of cultural identity,  history and faith, as well  as vital 

fundraising for the Church.  

 

It  is one of the projects of the Armenian Church Trust (ACT UK) and is organized 

under the auspices of the Armenian Church in the UK and Ireland. 
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There were special guests, including clergy of many denominations, dignitaries, talented performers. Visitors 

came from different countries such as Belgium, Greece and others as well  as different cities of the UK.   

 

From early morning, the Iverna Gardens was fenced off from traffic and representatives of various Armenian 

organisations were setting up their stalls to promote their activities such as music, theatre and cultural 

groups, and sell products including art, crafts, publications and food. 

 

The day started with  the Divine Liturgy being celebrated in St. Sarkis Church followed by the  medieval 

outdoor ceremony of óAndastanô ï the Blessing of the Four Corners of the Earth.  

 

 
After the Andastan ceremony 

   Ribbon cutting- Cllr. Marie-Therese Rossi 

After  this special 

blessing, there was a 

ribbon-cutting 

ceremony to officially  

open the festival.  This 

was conducted by His 

Grace Bishop Hovakim  

Manukyan and The 

Worshipful  the Mayor 

of the Royal Borough 

of Kensington and 

Chelsea,  Councillor 
 
Marie-Therese Rossi in the presence of Deputy Mayor, Cllr. Gerard 

Hargreaves & Dignitaries.   

After the official opening and speeches by the special guests His 

Grace Bishop Hovakim addressed the crowd with  a welcoming 

speech.  

 

During the afternoon, the entertainment programme was led by MCs 

Shakeh Major Tchilingirian.   

The programme started with the DJ Vartan entertaining the guests with 

Armenian music and continued with poet and writer Gayaneh Khach who 

recited her poem ñOur Patriotic Cultureò.  

Afterwards, two dances were performed by the Akhtamar Armenian 

performance group under the guidance of Arsen Zakaryan & Karine 

Avetisyan. Ara Petrosyan (Dhol) and Arkadi Antonian (Accordion) 

continued the entertainment programme with popular music.  

 

Gayaneh Khach and DJ 

Vartan on stage 
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Ara Petrosyan (Dhol) and Arkadi Antonian (Accordion) 

Sibil and Andre Simonian  

 

Akhtamar Armenian Performance Group 

The special guest, singer Sibil, came from Istanbul to participate in this year's ASF. After performing a few of 

her songs she was joined on stage by Andre Simonian, the lead singer of the Beautified Project. They 

performed "ʫʺʻ ʺ ̄ʺ˕ʸʺˁˍ˗" (I Will  Sing You) song that was performed initially  on the ruins of Zvartnoc.   
 

Other singers included Katya D'Janoeff with  her modern and unique style and a young, talented singer Erik 

Antonyan. Actor Kevork Malikyan was also present and addressed the audience from stage. 
 

 

Shakeh Major Tchilingirian (right) announcing 

Katya D'Janoeff (left) 

 
 

Actor Kevork Malikyan 



Armenian Church News 

 

 

4 

 

 

  

 

Erik Antonyan performing on stage 

 

Katya D'Janoeff and Andre Simonian  

Inside the St. Sarkis Church London Armenian Opera inspired people with their performance of pieces 

from the Opera's David Bek and Sayat Nova with Soloist Anaïs Heghoyan and the London Armenian 

Opera's Chorus, conductor - Aris Nadirian, pianist - Araxie Heghoyan. 

 

 

Performance of the London Armenian Opera Inside the St. Sarkis Church 



Armenian Church News 

 

 

5 

 

 

 

The Children's entertainment corner was operating all day under the guidance of Shiraz 

Vartanian. There was a balloon artist and many other fun activities for children. 
 

  


