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On Sunday,16th July 2017,the seventhannual Armenian StreetFestival (ASF) took

placein Iverna Gardens Kensington,London.

Diocese of the Armenian ASFis amajor cultural eventthat unites Armeniansacrosshe United Kingdomand
Church of the United ; : : : R :
Kingdom and the Republic Irelanq - a celebration of cultural identity, history and faith, as well as vital
of Ireland fundraising for the Church.

His Grace Bishoplovakim It is one of the projectsof the Armenian Church Trust (ACT UK) andis organized
Manukyan, Primate under the auspicef the Armenian Churchin the UK andlIreland.
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Therewere specialguestsjncluding clergy of many denominations,dignitaries, talented performers. Visitors
camefrom different countriessuchasBelgium, Greeceandothersaswell asdifferent cities of the UK.

From early morning, the Iverna Gardenwas fenced off from traffic and representatives of various Armenie
organisations were setting up their stalls to promote their activities such as music, theatre and cult
groups, and sell products including art, crafts, publications and food.

The day startedwith the Divine Liturgy being celebratedin St. SarkisChurch followed by the medieval
outdoor ceremonyof & A n d aisthe 8leséingof the Four Cornersof the Earth.

After  this  special
blessing, there was a
ribbon-cutting
ceremony to officially
openthe festival. This
was conducted by His
GraceBishopHovakim
Manukyan and The
Worshipful the Mayor
of the Royal Borough
of Kensington and
Chelsea,Councillor

[ Ribbon cutting- Cllr. Marie-Therese Rossi ]

Marie-ThereseRossiin the presenceof Deputy Mayor, Clir. Gerard
Hargreaves& Dignitaries.

After the official opening and speechesby the special guestsHis
Grace Bishop Hovakim addressedthe crowd with a welcoming

After the Andastan ceremony ] speech.

During the afternoon, the entertainment programme was led by MCs
ShakehMajor Tchilingirian.

The programme started with the DJ Vartaentertaining the guests with
Armenian music and continued with poet and writer Gayaneh Khach whe
recited herpoemi Our Patri otic Cul tureo.

Afterwards, two dances were performed by the Akhtamar Armeniar

performance group under the guidance of Arsen Zakany & Karine ' L=
Avetisyan. Ara Petrosyan (Dhol) and Arkadi Antonian (Accordion) iy —

K = — o
. . . . Gayaneh Khach and DJ
continued the entertainment programme with popular music. Vartan on stage
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[ Ara Petrosyan (Dhol) and Arkadi Antonian (Accordion)} [ Akhtamar Armenian Performance Group J

The specialguest,singer Sibil, camefrom Istanbul to participatein this year'sASF.After performing a few of
her songsshe was joined on stageby Andre Simonian, the lead singer of the Beautified Project. They
performed”z " * ™ . v ""{l Wil SingYou)songthat wasperformedinitially onthe ruins of Zvartnoc.

Other singersincluded Katya D'Janoeffwith her modernand unique style and a young, talented singer Erik
Antonyan. Actor Kevork Malikyan wasalsopresentand addressedhe audiencefrom stage.

Katya D'Janoeff (left)

[ Shakeh Major Tchilingirian (right) announcing J

[ Actor Kevork Malikyan J
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[ Erik Antonyan performing on stage ] [ Katya D'Janoeff and Andre Simonian ]

Inside the St. Sarkis Church London Armenian Opera inspired people with their performance of pie
from the Opera'sDavid Bekand Sayat Novawnith Soloist Anais Heghoyaiand the London Armenian

Opera's Chorus, conductor Aris Nadirian, pianist- Araxie Heghoyan.

[ Performance of the LondonArmenian Opera Inside the St. Sarki€hurch ]
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The Children's entertainment corner was operating all day under the guidance of Shiraz
Vartanian. There wasaballoonartist and many other fun activities for children.



