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Easter WeekendLiturgy at the Armenian
Church

On the 15" and 16 of April, the Armenian Churches inthe UK celebrated the glorious
feast ofthe Resurrection of our Lord and Sawur Jesus Christ. Bishop Hovakim Manukya
celebratedthe Easter Vigil at St. Sarkis Armenian Church and shared the good news of

Resurrection. In his spech, he particularly accerda d tmiyreh bédiar i ng wom
and Mary ofMagdalere who came to the tomb of Jesushared their grievanceat the shock
and despair,were unable to realize what hppened with their master. Thosevho were
hailing him a few days go were loud in demandng his arrest, were it oncluded, the
disciples whoconfesed him asthe Lord and Messiah betrayed him and scattered.

Indeed, the worst could not happen. There were eyewitnesses of the most heinous cri
yet they were going to be the witnesses of an@hunusual event.They were going to
encounteran uni maginable reality. il know vy
crucified. He is not here. Have a | ook,

The angelic voiceaccording to Mathew, astonished then. The tomb wasempty andtheir
first taskwastogoandtelt he di sci pl es i n dbatheiResareectianh
Christisrisentz - » ., .H86,. " ®8g" -~ " ¢
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Easter WeekendLitur gy at the Armenian
Church

Today we have the joyn sharingwith you once again the goot |
news ofthe Resurrectionof Our Lord and will celebrae this
glorious feast. Thecurtains of the altar are open and ot
ResurectedLord is amongst us.

Today we remember abhistorical event. The day of the
Resurrection The Resurrection was a historical event that h
been recorded in the Gospelsf St. Paul in his 1st letter to the
Christians. Corinth says fAJesus a
from twelve disciples and then to five hundred discips some
of whom are alive today?o.

Unfortunately, some peoplaleny the factthat the Resurrectonva s nét ever true, n
happened at allHowever, there is no reasonot to believe the facts that havéeen recorded in the Gospel:
and even inother early Christian writings. Christ is risen and today we not only celebratendistorical day,
but also thank God for his liberation brought to us by his begotten son; liberation from the slaveryiofasd
victory over the death. Jesus healed our human nature and showed how we will be in our own Resurrecti

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, Christobés |
words and God will bring justice angbrotect all those who trust in him and find refuge in him.

St. Paul sayéif Christ is not raised then your faith is in vain. But he has risen and our faith will give us jo
we not only believe in him but do what he commanded us to do. The Beatitudes tane; the commandment
of loving God and |l oving brother is true. Let 1
our fellows. 0

After the Liturgy service His GraceBishop Hovakim presided over the house blessings ceremony which tc
place at Gulbenkian hall, on the grounds of St. & Church. The congregation enjoyed feasting destive
food andthey all playedthe traditional coloured egg smashing game
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Easter SundayLiturgy, at St. Yeghiche
Church

On Sunday thel6" of April, the Primate celebratedthe

Easter liturgy at St. YeghicheArmenian Church and
delivered the message of the Catholicos of All Armenial
on the occasion of Easter 201Armenian dancing, egg
fights, singing and delicdus bod enriched the afternoon
at the Copthorne Tara Hotel in Kensington.The Primate
thanked the Ladies Committee for organising the evel
and to the accomplishedArmenian violinist Mrs. Ani

Batikyan with her husband for their performances as we
as Mrs. Raben Balasaian for entertaining the guests
The toastmaster of the day was active member of t
Armenian community Mr. Vasken Kasemdjian whc
toased to the Republic of Armenia and the Armenian
Church. Mr. Armen Liloyan and HayarpiDrmeyan were
amongstthe guessof honour.

While speaking about the importance of the feast, the Primate emphasized that it is a family feast whic
celebrated inour houses withour loved ones, howeveris important to remember our extended family the
Church andhow we should betogether as one The afternoon was closed by the benediction of the Primate.

A picture of the accomplished violinist, Ani Batikyan and husband Roland Robgresforming at the event.

To see the video of the Easter Event Vigil at St. Yeghiche please see the link below:

Feast of the Glorious Resurrection of Jesus Christ on April 16, 2017  -https://youtu.be/NzuKUmfm7nk

To see the video of the Easter Event Vigil at St. Sarkis please see the link below:

Easter Vigil at St Sarkis Church on April 15, 2017 - https://youtu.be/n16s00xHMsQ
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Holy Thursday in the Armenian Church,
Washing of the Feet

On April the 13", the Armenian Churckes in London, were full of the faithful attending the most
important celebration and feast daysf the year.

Morning:

In the morning, Divine Liturgy of the Institution of the Eucharist was celebrated in St. Sarkis Church k
Rev. Fr. Shnork Bagdasarian, His Grace Bishop Hovakimsfated over the Liturgy During the Liturgy, the
lecture on Holy Eucharist of StBasil the Great was read as a part of the rite of that day. At the end of 1
Liturgy the Primate preached and explained the importance of this sacrament as bloodless sadarifich
unites past, present and eschatological future with the love of Jedtds.emphasized the importance of the
Eucharist, after the Eucharist in healing the wounds of decaying humanity.

Afternoon:

The rite of washing of feet was celebrated in St.ria and St. Yeghiche Churches and Holy Trinity in
Manchesterin the afternoon During this celebration, special hymns are read reminding us about the I
period of Jesusbés earthly ministry. Oil a susl by waile
(Matthew 26, Mark 14, Luke 7, and John 12) and then feet of disciples, (children, altar boys) are b
washed by the presiding clergy, which symbolises the washing of feet of disciples by Jesus.

The Primate conducted the sacrament in St. Yeghe Church and washed feet of 12 children. At the en
of the service he read a passage from the Gospel of John {(1B}5and explained the meaning of the
ceremony.

Footwashing was a job considered to
menial for a Jewish slave to perform, and i
was usually reserved for the lowliest slaves «
the household. It is similar to the pattern and
humiliation of the Son as he assumes tr
condition of a slave that is descrdd in
Philippians 2:211.

For John, however, it is pattern of selfjiving

love. Peter objects to being washed becau
he does not under st

bears witness to a rejection of honour ani
shame values of domination anc
subservience. He maces it with a new
model for human relationships: loving and
humbl e service and |

others (15:13, 16:2, 21:19; 1 John 3:16).
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Holy Thursday in the Armenian Church,
Washing of the Feet

The Footwashing also symbolizes the sacrificial death «
Jesus.Jesus tells Peter that unless he is washed he will he
no part i n him, the 1l ayin
comes into thought (15:13), as well as the kind of dea
Peter himself will later experience (21:19). The insistence o
being washed also reminds of baptism. In older times tt
Christians would get baptised on this day.

It is a new model of discipleship. As teacher and Lord, Jes
was willing to wash their feet; how meh more they should
be willing to do the same for one another.

The Footwashing is given as paradigm not only of humbl
service, but of selsacrificing love.
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Armenian Syrian Charity Concer One YearOn

On the 19th of March 2016 under the
auspices of His Grace Bishop Hovakir
Manukyan, Anais Heghoyan organised :
Sacredand ClassicaRrmenian Music Concert
for the Palm Sundaycelebration at the St.
Yeghiche Armenian Church in Kensington to
rai se money to helop

Syria.

She was inspired to organise this eveatfter

she was introduced to k$ Grace Bishop
Armash Nallandian, the Primate of
Damascusa month before the conert during

his stopover in London to Los Angeles.

Sadly, he did not manage to get to Lo |
Angeles but spenta@me time in London and
celebrateda Badarak service and ieon for

w
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Armenian Syrian Charity Concerd One Year On

One year on Bishop Armaslsaid they were able to
help 5 Schools and their kindr gardens in Aleppo
and in Damascus and sent a breakdown of his proje
with the money raised from the concert.

The schools helped were:

1. Armenian Tarkmantchats School
2. Armenian G. GulbenkiarSchool
3. Armenian Miatsyal School
4. Armenian Giligian School
5. Armenian Catholic Paros School

In all these schools, they were able to help sever
hundreds of children with school supplies,
mi scell aneous childreno
and subdiies for school books. They were also ab
to help 200 children in summer schools.

: _ i
All the money raised was spent for all these projects. |

I would like to express my thanks again to His Grac
Bishop Armash who inspired us to organise the ever
Dr. Hratch Tchilingirian who was our Master of
Ceremonies, Maestro Aris Nadirian who not only
sang but put together several members of the Londc
Armenian Opera chorus to perform pieces from thei
previous operas.

Vahe Begoyan for singing and conducting his
Sagimosergu male choir performing a stunning
spiritual Armenian music programme, followed by ar
operatic programme by all.

Ms. Ruzanna Grigorianand Mr Aren Avetyan, for
accompanying all the performers on theigno and
organ and also coming all the way fromArmenia to
undertake this project.



