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Easter Weekend Liturgy  at the Armenian 
Church 

On the 15th and 16th of April, the Armenian Churches in the UK celebrated the glorious 

feast of the Resurrection of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Bishop Hovakim Manukyan 

celebrated the Easter Vigil at St. Sarkis Armenian Church and shared the good news of the 

Resurrection. In his speech, he particularly accented the ñmyrrh bearing womenò, Mary 

and Mary of Magdalene who came to the tomb of Jesus; shared their grievance, at the shock 

and despair, were unable to realize what happened with their master. Those who were 

hailing him a few days ago were loud in demanding his arrest, were it concluded, the 

disciples who confessed him as the Lord and Messiah betrayed him and scattered.   

 

Indeed, the worst could not happen. There were eyewitnesses of the most heinous crime, 

yet they were going to be the witnesses of another unusual event. They were going to 

encounter an unimaginable reality. ñI know you are looking for Jesus, the one who was 

crucified. He is not here. Have a look, the tomb is empty.ò  

 

The angelic voice, according to Matthew, astonished them.  The tomb was empty and their 

first task was to go and tell the disciples in Galilee the ñGood Newsò of the Resurrection. 

Christ is risen, ʫ˕ˀ˒˔ˍ˒ ʜʶ˕ʺʶ˗  ˀʛʺˑʺˁˍ˖. 
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Easter Weekend Litur gy at the Armenian 
Church 

Today we have the joy in sharing with you once again the good 

news of the Resurrection of Our Lord and will celebrate this 

glorious feast. The curtains of the altar are open and our  

Resurrected Lord is amongst us.  

 

Today we remember a historical event. The day of the 

Resurrection. The Resurrection was a historical event that has 

been recorded in the Gospels of St. Paul in his 1st letter to the 

Christians.  Corinth says ñJesus appeared to Cephas` Peter, 

from twelve disciples and then to five hundred disciples some 

of whom are alive todayò.  

 

 

 

Unfortunately, some people deny the fact that the Resurrection wasnôt ever true, nor do some believe that it 

happened at all. However, there is no reason not to believe the facts that have been recorded in the Gospels 

and even in other early Christian writings.  Christ is risen and today we not only celebrate an historical day, 

but also thank God for his liberation brought to us by his begotten son; liberation from the slavery of sin and 

victory over the death.  Jesus healed our human nature and showed how we will be in our own Resurrection.  

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, Christôs Resurrection proves that the injustice and death are not the final 

words and God will bring justice and protect all those who trust in him and find refuge in him. 

 

St. Paul says ñif Christ is not raised then your faith is in vain. But he has risen and our faith will give us joy; 

we not only believe in him but do what he commanded us to do. The Beatitudes are true; the commandment 

of loving God and loving brother is true. Let us renew ourselves with this message and ask Godôs blessings for 

our fellows.ò  

 

After the Liturgy service His Grace Bishop Hovakim presided over the house blessings ceremony which took 

place at Gulbenkian hall, on the grounds of St. Sarkis Church. The congregation enjoyed feasting on festive 

food and they all played the traditional coloured egg smashing game.  
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      A picture of the accomplished violinist, Ani Batikyan and husband Roland Roberts performing at the event.  

 

Easter Sunday Lit urgy, at St. Yeghiche 
Church 

 On Sunday the 16th of April , the Primate celebrated the 

Easter liturgy at St. Yeghiche Armenian Church and 

delivered the message of the Catholicos of All Armenians 

on the occasion of Easter 2017. Armenian dancing, egg 

fights, singing and delicious food enriched the afternoon 

at the Copthorne Tara Hotel in Kensington.  The Primate 

thanked the Ladies Committee for organising the event 

and to the accomplished Armenian violinist Mrs. Ani 

Batikyan with her husband for their performances as well 

as Mrs. Rouben Balasanian for entertaining the guests. 

The toastmaster of the day was active member of the 

Armenian community Mr. Vasken Kasemdjian who 

toasted to the Republic of Armenia and the Armenian 

Church. Mr. Armen Liloyan and Hayarpi Drmeyan were 

amongst the guests of honour.   

 

 

 

While speaking about the importance of the feast, the Primate emphasized that it is a family feast which is 

celebrated in our houses with our loved ones, however, is important to remember our extended family the 

Church and how we should be together as one.  The afternoon was closed by the benediction of the Primate.  

 

 

To see the video of the Easter Event Vigil at St. Yeghiche please see the link below: 

Feast of the Glorious Resurrection of Jesus Christ on April 16, 2017 -https://youtu.be/NzuKUmfm7nk  

To see the video of the Easter Event Vigil at St. Sarkis please see the link below: 

Easter Vigil at St Sarkis Church on April 15, 2017 - https://youtu.be/n16sooxHMsQ  

 

https://youtu.be/NzuKUmfm7nk
https://youtu.be/n16sooxHMsQ
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Holy Thursday in the Armenian Church,  
Washing of the Feet 

On April the 13th, the Armenian Churches in London, were full of the faithful attending the most 

important celebration and feast days of the year. 

 

Morning: 

 

In the morning, Divine Liturgy of the Institution of the Eucharist was celebrated in St. Sarkis Church by 

Rev. Fr. Shnork Bagdasarian, His Grace Bishop Hovakim presided over the Liturgy. During the Liturgy, the 

lecture on Holy Eucharist of St. Basil the Great was read as a part of the rite of that day. At the end of the 

Liturgy the Primate preached and explained the importance of this sacrament as bloodless sacrifice which 

unites past, present and eschatological future with the love of Jesus.  He emphasized the importance of the 

Eucharist, after the Eucharist in healing the wounds of decaying humanity. 

 

Afternoon: 

 

The rite of washing of feet was celebrated in St. Sarkis and St. Yeghiche Churches and Holy Trinity in 

Manchester in the afternoon. During this celebration, special hymns are read reminding us about the last 

period of Jesusôs earthly ministry. Oil and water is being blessed, which symbolises anointing of Jesus by oil 

(Matthew 26, Mark 14, Luke 7, and John 12) and then feet of disciples, (children, altar boys) are being 

washed by the presiding clergy, which symbolises the washing of feet of disciples by Jesus. 

 

The Primate conducted the sacrament in St. Yeghiche Church and washed feet of 12 children. At the end 

of the service he read a passage from the Gospel of John (13:5-11) and explained the meaning of the 

ceremony. 
 

 

Foot-washing was a job considered too 

menial for a Jewish slave to perform, and it 

was usually reserved for the lowliest slaves of 

the household. It is similar to the pattern and 

humiliation of the Son as he assumes the 

condition of a slave that is described in 

Philippians 2:1-11.  

 

For John, however, it is pattern of self-giving 

love. Peter objects to being washed because 

he does not understand that Jesusôs action 

bears witness to a rejection of honour and 

shame values of domination and 

subservience. He replaces it with a new 

model for human relationships: loving and 

humble service and laying down oneôs life for 

others (15:13, 16:2, 21:19; 1 John 3:16). 
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The Foot-washing also symbolizes the sacrificial death of 

Jesus.  Jesus tells Peter that unless he is washed he will have 

no part in him, the laying down of oneôs life for others 

comes into thought (15:13), as well as the kind of death 

Peter himself will later experience (21:19). The insistence on 

being washed also reminds of baptism. In older times the 

Christians would get baptised on this day. 

 

It is a new model of discipleship. As teacher and Lord, Jesus 

was willing to wash their feet; how much more they should 

be willing to do the same for one another. 

 

The Foot-washing is given as paradigm not only of humble 

service, but of self-sacrificing love. 
 

Armenian Syrian Charity Concert ð One Year On 

On the 19th of March 2016 under the 

auspices of His Grace Bishop Hovakim 

Manukyan, Anaïs Heghoyan organised a 

Sacred and Classical Armenian Music Concert 

for the Palm Sunday celebration at the St. 

Yeghiche Armenian Church in Kensington to 

raise money to help aid the Armenianôs in 

Syria.  

She was inspired to organise this event after 

she was introduced to His Grace, Bishop 

Armash Nalbandian, the Primate of 

Damascus, a month before the concert during 

his stopover in London to Los Angeles.   

 

Sadly, he did not manage to get to Los 

Angeles but spent some time in London and 

celebrated a Badarak service and sermon for 

the congregation that Sunday. 

 

 

 

Holy Thursday in the Armenian Church,  
Washing of the Feet 
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Armenian Syrian Charity Concert ð One Year On 

One year on Bishop Armash said they were able to 

help 5 Schools and their kinder gardens in Aleppo 

and in Damascus and sent a breakdown of his projects 

with the money raised from the concert. 

 

The schools helped were: 

 

1. Armenian Tarkmantchats School 

2. Armenian G. Gulbenkian School 

3. Armenian Miatsyal School 

4. Armenian Giligian School 

5. Armenian Catholic Paros School 

In all these schools, they were able to help several 

hundreds of children with school supplies, 

miscellaneous childrenôs items, heating, school bags, 

and subsidies for school books.  They were also able 

to help 200 children in summer schools. 

 

All the money raised was spent for all these projects. 

 

I would like to express my thanks again to His Grace 

Bishop Armash who inspired us to organise the event, 

Dr. Hratch Tchilingirian who was our Master of 

Ceremonies, Maestro Aris Nadirian who not only 

sang but put together several members of the London 

Armenian Opera chorus to perform pieces from their 

previous operas.   

 

Vahe Begoyan, for singing and conducting his 

Saghmosergu male choir performing a stunning 

spiritual Armenian music programme, followed by an 

operatic programme by all. 

 

Ms. Ruzanna Grigorian, and Mr Aren Avetyan, for 

accompanying all the performers on the piano and 

organ and also coming all the way from Armenia to 

undertake this project.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 


